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Wallis-Hines House 
High Street, Chestertown 
Date? 

Lot No. 12 remained undivided from the time Chestertown was laid 

out until 1825 when 48' of it was sold to William Hands Bauroll by PhiUp 

Wallis.i The property ac^oined that of Barroll's father's house on lot No.34 

and it appears that young BEUTOU'S house abutted that of his father, as there 

is evidence of such on the outside gable. The sale price of $1250 was 

comparable to the $1300 sale price paid for the WilUam Harris House across 

the street four years earlier. This would confirm that the building was on 

the lot at the time of the sale. 

The house originally measured 48' long (four bays) and was 1-1/2 

stories tall. After the building was acquired by WilUam Hands BarroU it was 

used for his law office. In the faU of 1825, when the Chestertown Telegraph 

was a new weekly publication, it mentioned that the Telegraph was printed 

on High Street, one door down from the office of WUUam Hands Barroll.2 By 

1841, however, the building was occupied by Permetia Bowan. 

In 1864 the property was acquired by John Hines, who mortgaged it, 

along with his farm in the 1st district, only two years later. Another 

mortgage recorded in 1888 probably refers to the mEgor remodeling which 

he undertook in that decade. It consisted of constructing a new front block 

and moving the old dwelling perpendicular to High Street behind the new 

structure. He also raised one half of the old section to two full stories. By 

placing it on the southeast edge of the lot, Hines was able to create a space 

between his house and the Barroll House, part of which he paved with 
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brick. The new front structure had all of the earmarks of an 1880's 

residence, with front porch, side bay windows, brackets and fretwork. It is 

similar to several dwellings in town constructed by H. M. Stuart, a 

Chestertown contractor of the period. 

John Hines suffered a series of financial setbacks and was unable to 

keep up payments on his mortgage. This resulted in the property being sold 

in 1891 to Wilham R. Aldridge.3 

1 Land Records, Lib. TW 4, fol. 597. 

2 Possibly this refers to the small building which stood next door in the 

20th century. See photo of Wickes House. 

3 Land Records, Lib. SB 15, fol. 2. 



K-30 Hines House l8th centuryj l880 ' s 

Chestertown 

pr iva te 

A three-stage house with 18th century rear wings and a Victorian f ront , 
nei ther documentary nor a rch i t ec tu ra l evidence '•or even oral t r ad i t ion has 
managed t o assemble the specif ic h is tory of how th i s remarkable house came to 
be b u i l t . I t i s clear the r ea r stages were up and had an l8th century front 
section dur-'ng the l8th century and tha t the front sect ion was attached to the 
Barrol l House ( K - 3 7 ) next door as l a t e as the e a r l y 1 8 8 0 ' s . I t i s a lso cleafc 
tha t the house's owner fron 1864 t o 1890, John Hines, had the o r ig ina l l8th 
century front section torn down in the mid-1880's and replaced by the present 
Victorian front . Beyond thsse few general f ac t s , nothing is Snoxm for sure, 
The ho':se i s beautiful condition and one of the town's chief h i s t o r i c p r i z e s . 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

K-30 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

NAME 
HISTORIC Hines House K-30 

AND/OR COMMON 

LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

106 High Street 
CITY, TOWN . CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Chestertown — VICINITY OF First 
STATE COUNTY 

Maryland Kent 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

_3eUILDING(S) 

—STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

—PUBLIC 

X_PR|VATE 

—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

—IN PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 

^OCCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
—YES RESTRICTED 

— YES: UNRESTRICTED 

^ 0 

PRESENT USE 

AGRICULTURE 

—COMMERCIAL 

—EDUCATIONAL 

—ENTERTAINMENT 

—GOVERNMENT 

-INDUSTRIAL 

—MIUTARY 

—MUSEUM 

— PARK 

X.PRIVATE RESIOENCS 

— RELIGIOUS 

—SCIENTIFIC 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

David H. Ferguson T e l e p h o n e # ; 
STREET & NUMBER 

106 High S t r e e t ' 
CITY, TOWN STATE . Z i p C O d e 

Chestertovm VICINITY OF ' Md. 21620 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: WHG 66 
COURTHOUSE F o l i o # : 342 
REGISTRY OF DEEDs,ETc O f f i c e o f t h e C o u n t y C l e r k 

STREET & NUMBER 

Kent County Court House 
CITY TOWN STATE 

Chestertown Mnryland 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

none 
DATE 

—FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



DESCRIPTION K-30 

JSEXCELLENT 

—GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

—DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

-UNALTERED 

X-ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X_ORIGrNALSITE 

—MOVED DATE-

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
106 High S t r e e t i s on t h e n o r t h e a s t s ide of High S t r e e t between the C a r r o l l House and the 
Wickes House in the b lock between Queen and W a t e r S t r e e t s in C h e s t e r t o w n . I t i s s i t u a t e d 
on a p a r t of Town Lot 1 2 , 

I t i s a 3-ste^ge frame h o u s e : t h e f r o n t s e c t i o n i s a 2 ^ - s t o r y , 3-bay V i c t o r i a n s t r u c t u r e 
>:lth a gabled roof and two gabled dormersj the second s tage i s a 2 | - s t o r y e i g h t e e n t h 
and n i n e t e e n t h cen tu ry L-wing squared t o the sou theas t gable end of the f r o n t s e c t i o n wi th 
two gabled dormers on each of i t s s i d e s ; the t h i r d s tage i s a I g - s t o r y e i g h t e e n t h cen tu ry 
f u l l - w i d t h s e c t i o n beyond t h e w i n g , wi th one gabled dormer on each of i t s r o o f ' s S i d e s . 

The f r o n t V i c t o r i a n s e c t i o n i s one room deep and covered with c lapboard . There are 2 - s t o r y 
p i l a s t e r s a t t he f r o n t endners and a t t h e northvjest ( l e f t r e a r ) co rne r . The s t r u c t u r e s i t s 
on a low p a i n t e d b r i c k basement . There i s a wood f loo r b u i l t over an 0 - b r i c k high b r i c k 
founda t i on . There are four square mi t e r ed columns across t h e f r o n t . The r a i l i n g , vihich 
r u n s a c r o s s t h e f r o n t and t h e s o u t h e a s t ( r i g h t ) end i s of p i e r c e d s p l a t . There a re 
t h r e e wooden s t e p s . The porch co rn ice i s a box and there i s g ingerbread a rch ing a t both 
e n d s ; accord ing t o an e a r l i e r photograph , the g ingerbread t r im a t one t ime trimcied t h e 
e n t i r e oorch c o r n i c e . 

The e n t r a n c e i s i n t h e s o u t h e a s t ( r i g h t ) bay . The door has a l a r g e s i n g l e pane of g l a s s 
i n i t s t o p h a l f and two p a n e l s below, Rorh window and pane l s have double molding; t h e r e 
i s a r e l i e f p a t t e r n between the x^indows and t h e p a n e l s . There i s a 2-pane transom and 
t h e door i s framed by f u l l - l e n g t h louvered s h u t t e r s . 

The windows on t h e f i r s t s t o r y run from f l o o r t o c e i l i n g , are two panes over four , and 
a r e framed by f l o o r t o c e i l i n g louvs red s h u t t e r s . The second s t o r y vrindows are two panes 
over two with louvered s h u t t e r s . 

There i s a box co rn i ce vxith molding and a deep s o f f i t . There i s a s h o r t c-ornice r e t u r n 
on both gable e n d s . The roof i s u n u s u a l l y s t e e p and i s covered with composi t ion s h i n g l e s . 
There i s a chimney a t t he peak s l i g h t l y off c e n t e r to the sou theas t ( r i g h t ) . The dormer 
windows are two panes over two. There i s a p a i r of cut wooden ornaiTients ( s e rpen t n o t i f ) 
f l a r i n g out from the lower h a l f of t h e s i d e s of both dormers, and t h e r e i s modest 
deco ra t ed bargeboard t r i m on t h e gab le s of the dormers . 

The nor thwest ( l e f t ) gable end has a t w o - s t o r y bay window fac ing d i r e c t l y i n t o the b r i c k 
gab le end of the B a r r o l l House. The f i r s t s t o r y windows are two panes over two, and 
t h e r e i s a double s e t of d e n t i l s over the f i r s t s t o r y c o r n i c e ; t he second s t o r y windows 
in the bay a re one pane over one and the co rn ice i s a box with a molding. There a re 
p a n e l s below each window on both s t o r i e s . There i s an a t t i c window i n t h e gable wi th 
two over two; t h e upper sash has a l a n c e t a r c h . The sou theas t gable end has no windovrs 
on t h e f i r s t or second s t o r i e s but has t h e a t t i c window with the l a n c e t a rch in t h e g a b l e . 
There i s -nodest bargeboard t r i m on bo th g a b l e s . 

The L wing which makes up the second s t a g e of t h e house has beaded c lapboard s id ing on t h e 
f i r s t s t o r y and r e g u l a r c lapboard on t h e second. The f i r s t and second s t o r y windows are six 
panes over s i x and have louvered s h u t t e r s ; t he dormer windows are 2 / 2 . The wing i s s l i 
lower than t h e f ron t s e c t i o n . There i s a s i n g l e s t o ry screened porch a long the e n t i r e 
nor thwes t ( l e f t ) e l e v a t i o n of the L, The roof of the wi.ng i s shee t t i n s m u l a t i n g s h i n g l e s . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET I F NECESSARY (cont inued) 



SIGNIFICANCE K-30 

PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

— 1 4 0 0 - 1 4 9 9 

— 1500 1599 

— 1 6 0 0 1699 

X -1 7 0 0 - 1 7 9 9 

X - 1 8 0 0 1899 

— 1900 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

AGRICULTURE 

JCARCHITECTURE 

_ A R T 

—COMMERCE 

— C O M M U N I C A T I O N S 

— C O M M U N I T Y PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

— L A W 

— LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

— M U S I C 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

— RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

—SOCIAL /HUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES front section: 1880's BUILDER/ARCHITECT unknown 
r e a r s e c t i o n s : 18th cen tu ry 

. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Neither docxmentary nor a rch i tec tura l evidence nor t r ad i t ion has quite managed to assemble 
the h i s to ry of how t h i s three-stage house came to be assembled; but there are a few funda
mental observations t ha t can be made and some educated guesses bui l t on them, 

Arch i tec tu ra l evidence makes i t p r e t t y clear t ha t the f i r s t s tory of the second stage and 
the en t i re t h i rd stage vrere b u i l t in the eighteenth century. This much of the present 
house and perhaps a front section—replaced by the present Victorian front section in the 
1880's—may have been the 'messuage' which was on Lot 12 when Hugh Wallis paid Jonothon 
Page240 for the property in 17U9. ( if so, i t must have been a f a i r ly subs tan t ia l house 
then. The 'messuage' i s more l ike ly to have been the predecessor to the present Wickes 
House, whatever tha t may have been; the price ind ica tes a modest brick house.) 

of Lot 12 remained in the Wallis family from 17U9 to 1825, during which period the 
Wickes House was b u i l t on the southeast end. In 1825, Phil ip l^'allis sold the U8 feet of Lot 
12 adjoining Lot 3U, the ground which now has 106 High "^treet on i t , to vJilliam A. Barrol l 
whose father (or sen) William Barrol l , Esq, ovmed the fiarroll House next door. (This might 
also be a conjenctural date for the 2-bay brick addit ion to the northwest end of the Barrol l 
House,) 

During par t of the M s nineteenth century—and a t l e a s t between 186U and the mid l880 's— 
the front secti->n of the bouse abutted the southeast gable end of the ^ a r r o l l House, 
EvidBBce for t h i s i a in an 186U deed of t ransfer of the property, on the 1877 Wap of Chester-
town, and on the southeast gable end of the Barrol l House i t s e l f , where the scars of a 1 -
i j - s t o r y gabled roof building remain. Barroll was the f i r s t man to own both adjoining 
pieces of property since 1733-17U3 (when Page owned them), so Barrollmay have a l tered 
the e x i s t i n g front s ect ion of the 106 High Street hoase when he bought i t and caused i t 
to "adjoin" h is house (wording of the 186U deed). An 1828 deed in which Phi l ip Wallis 

sold the Wickes House to Ezekial Chambers re fe r s to the whole building (106) as 
Car ro l l ' s of f ice . I t i s , of course, possible tha t the front section of the house 
already "adjoined" the Barroll House when Barroll bought i t . 

In 1864, John Hines bought the house, which was a 3-stage dwelling abutting the 
Barroll House, and s-netirae in the mid-l830's, by the evidence of the mortgages, 
tore down the front sec t ion adjoining the Barrol l House and replaced i t with the 
present sect ion. I f Wi l l i am Barroll was .ot the man who converted the second s tage 
to 2 | s t o r i e s in the l820«s or ' 3 0 ' s , then presumably Hines did so in the 1880's as 
nar t of h is remodeling o ro i ec t . 

There have been more r ad ica l and in te res t ing theor ies proposed about the h i s t o r y of the 
house's alterations—some connecting i t e a r l i e r with the ^a r ro l l House—^but so far the 
evidence, na r t i cu l a r l y t h a t dealing with the ownership of the two adjoining p roper t i e s , has 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY been discouiraging. Page owned both (continued) 
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MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY .060 acres 

Two Parcels; 
I : Beginning fo r the f i r s t , a l l that l o t of land and premises adjoining the southeast 
lands now or formerly of Mrs. Thomas B, Kilboum and fronting on High Street a distance 
of 2 i perches, I I : Beginning for the second, adjacent to and binding on the l o t of lapd . 
above at a point North 43 degrees East 76 feet from the northerly side of High Street 
(width 90 feet) where the boundary line of the l ands now or formerly of S. L. Dorf and 
Joseph A, Wickes intersect said l ine and running (1) thence by and with said Dorf lands 
the four follo;ri.ng courses: North 3U degrees, 50 minutes East 16,50 fee t ; North 9 degrees, 
15 minutes East l6.50 fee t ; North 12 degrees West 13.20 feet ; North 25 degrees West 15 
feet to the lands of the late Barclay Ki l tourne; (2) thence by and with said ^ilbourne 
lands North 43 degrees East 56 feet to the lan is now or formerly of Thomas Wroth (3) 
thence by and with said Wroth lands South 40 degrees East 36 feet to a point on the 
new divis ion l i n e , (4) thence by and with said division l ine South 43 degrees West 89 feet 
to point LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

of beginning, 
STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Robert Neill Historic Site Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Maryland Historical Trust / Town of Chestertown June, 1976 
STREETS. NUMBER TELEPHONE 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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TOescription (continued) 

There is a chimney at the front, 

Phe third statue also has beaded clapboard siding. Its >rindows are six panes over six and 
are shuttered; its dormer windows are 2/2. It has a chimney at the end. The third stage 
is the kitchen and has exposed beams. 

Significance (continued) 

lots 3U and 12 from 1733 to 17H3, "but sold them off for L90 and t2U0 resijectively, 
uhich does not encourage us to believe that there was any sort of composite structure 
on them then. 

Reearch and speculation continue. 
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